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frayed. If no one else was there I would cut into the debate
myself. "Speaking on behalf of my honourable friends," I would
say, to the jeers of the honourable members opposite, looking to the
left of me, only to find I was alone on the bench. It was a great
experience: I learnt every move in the game and I hope it was
worth while, though I sometimes doubt it. Certainly Liberals
outside knew little of the work I was putting in to save their heritage
for them. But I put it on record if only to encourage others who
come after me.

I have already said how the Tories had featured sanctions against
Italy at the General Election, and that both the other parties
supported sanctions. If ever a government had a mandate from
the nation for a particular policy, this government had it.

The new Parliament, which was to drag on for ten years, opened

at the end of November, 1935, with the usual pomp and ceremony.

The war between Italy and Abyssinia loomed large in the debate

. on the Address, and there was no indication of any slackening on

the part of the Government in its sanctions policy.

Within three weeks Sir Samuel Hoare had resigned, and was
explaining to the House, from a corner seat below the gangway, his
conduct of affairs and the reason for his agreement with Laval to
hand over a large slice of Abyssinia to the Italians as the price of
peace. It was a remarkable volte-face, almost unprecedented in
parliamentary history.

Anthony Eden became Foreign Secretary and no doubt he tried
to redeem the position, but the publication to the world of the
Hoare-Laval agreement destroyed our moral authority, gave
encouragement to Italy to pursue her policy of conquest, weakened
our hold on the small powers and was bound to discredit the
machinery of the League of Nations.

The debate on Hoare's resignation took place on 5th Decembe^
1935, and Sinclair made a deep impression" on the House. The
fact is the Government had no real defence. The failure to impose
oil sanctions and the success of the Italian campaign, with its
ruthless use of planes and poison gas against almost unanB^tl
natives, soon decided Abyssinia's fate. I emphasise these ew&t^'
because it was their mishandling that not only drove Italy into Hfe,
hands of Germany, but completely discredited the League ^
collective security, and was to lead to another great
certainly encouraged both Hitler and Mussoliru to " " '
weakness of Great Britain and that they could traipj
Plenty of excuses were foun4 fdr %fe i

